OF

SNAPSHOT

THE C ITY by THE BAY

San Francisco hardly needs an introduction.
Seems everyone has heard of the Golden Gate
Bridge, notorious Alcatraz prison, famous fog,
impossible inclines (and the cable cars that
conquer them) and tangy sourdough bread.
To have the San Francisco experience at least
once is a prerequisite for any world traveler.
We look forward to your visit.

■ Arrive early, stay longer ... come back
What I like best about San Francisco is San Francisco.
— Frank Lloyd Wright, Architect
			

”
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A trip to San Francisco is among the richest experiences a traveler
can have, and even a meticulously orchestrated itinerary is bound
to miss something. Most people come back, only to find that yet
more things to see and do have cropped up in their absence!
Take advantage of the many flight options out of SFO to stay
a few days longer than planned … then plan to return!
Be sure to pack: Your spontaneous side
For ways to spend your time in San Francisco:
sanfrancisco.travel/itineraries
■ Your tour guide, San Francisco Travel
Founded in 1909, the San Francisco Travel Association has offered
visitors an authentic snapshot of “The City” for more than a century.
Check out our Visitor Information Center
or order a visitors guide on our website:
sanfrancisco.travel/vic
Stay connected with your favorite city. Like us on Facebook
and follow us on Twitter and Instagram.
facebook.com/onlyinsf
twitter.com/onlyinsf
instagram.com/onlyinsf

900 Market St., Lower Hallidie Plaza
San Francisco, CA 94102
Phone: ( 415 ) 391-2000
www.sanfrancisco.travel
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“

No city invites the heart to come to life as San Francisco
does. Arrival in San Francisco is an experience in living.

www.sanfrancisco.travel

— William Saroyan, Author

”

■ Eternally spring
San Francisco may be known for its plumes of fog, but it’s actually one
of the sunniest major cities in the U.S., reveling in spring-like weather yearround. Warm days are tempered by cool ocean currents, so dress in layers.
Overall, the climate is consistent, but there is some seasonal variation:
Winter offers an escape from the deep freeze that grips other
cities — San Francisco hasn’t seen snow since 1976! Chinatown is
a great winter spot, with Chinese New Year festivities unparalleled
outside of Asia.
Spring is dry compared to other locales — perfect for enjoying
the opening of baseball season for the 2012 World Series Champion
San Francisco Giants.
Summer is mild, a departure from scorching heat elsewhere.
The cool temperatures make it easy to enjoy the city’s many festivals,
from the Haight Street Fair’s re-creation of the Summer of Love to the
Pride Celebration & Parade, the largest LGBT gathering in the U.S.
Fall is San Francisco’s summer. Some of the city’s hottest days are
in September and October — a great time to enjoy opera in the park
or a weekend of bluegrass.
Be sure to pack: Sunscreen and a jacket
To-do ideas for every season: sanfrancisco.travel/todo

■ Food, glorious food
San Franciscans like to eat. The city has more restaurants per capita
than any other major U.S. city, and its trendsetting dining scene
isn’t just about quantity: fresh Dungeness crab and the bounty
of the Pacific is a net’s throw away, and the city is surrounded by
lush vineyards, orchards and farms. Local ingredients grace food
trucks and Michelin-starred restaurants alike. There’s no shortage
of culinary variety in San Francisco: a single day of foodie finds
can yield a breakfast burrito, midday dim sum, and gnocchi
by candlelight.

■ A patchwork of diverse neighborhoods
Fisherman’s Wharf: View sea lions, savor fresh
seafood and board excursion boats.
North Beach: Home to Italian heritage,
cappuccino, cabarets and jazz clubs.
Chinatown: The oldest and among the largest
in the U.S., where unique architecture, intriguing
alleys and shops abound.
Embarcadero/Financial District: Grab a
locally-grown bite and hop an outbound ferry.

Be sure to pack: Your biggest appetite
For an extra course of info: sanfrancisco.travel/dine
■ Getting around
You’ll be surprised where a good pair of walking shoes can take you
in compact San Francisco. Most hotels are within walking distance
of popular attractions, and when your feet tire of the city’s legendary
hills, public transportation is available in many modes: buses, light
rail vehicles, a subway system ( BART ), and historic street- and cable
cars. Getting to and from the airport can be a public affair as well:
BART pulls right up to San Francisco International Airport ( SFO ).
With so many options it’s easy to go green.
Be sure to pack: Your favorite walking shoes
The next steps: sanfrancisco.travel/transportation

Union Square: Indulge in luxury shopping and
people watching in this designer goods mecca.

■ Beyond San Francisco
San Francisco is the gateway to a vast vacationland. With regional
buses, ferries and trains, visitors can easily visit Sausalito, Muir
Woods, wineries and more. San Francisco is just a few hours
drive from the High Sierra resorts of Lake Tahoe and Yosemite,
the Monterey/Carmel peninsula, California’s wine country, the
spectacular Mendocino Coast and the Shasta Cascade region.
Be sure to pack: A good digital camera
Venture farther: sanfrancisco.travel/beyondsf

SOMA/Yerba Buena: Home to Moscone Center,
anchoring a neighborhood where world-class
art galleries and museums mingle with sleek
nightclubs.
Mission District: Enjoy murals, Latino culture
and some of the best weather in the city.
Bayview/Candlestick Point: State park lands,
diverse experiences, and one of the largest
concentrations of working artists in the U.S.
Castro/Upper Market: Sweeping views grace
the “gay capital of the world.”

Haight-Ashbury: Home to Alamo Square’s
“Postcard Row” and the city’s tie-dyed roots.

Nob Hill: features the best view of the bay
and our famous cable cars.

Japantown/Fillmore: The Far East meets the
“Harlem of the West.”

Marina/Presidio: An urban National Park with
scenic views of the Golden Gate Bridge.

Civic Center/Hayes Valley: Eclectic shopping,
performing arts and Beaux Arts wonder City Hall.

Golden Gate Park/Sunset: Grassy Golden
Gate Park gives way to sandy Ocean Beach.

